NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

WEINBERG COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO THE
HONORS PROGRAM IN POLITICAL SCIENCE 2012-2013
The Political Science Department invites current junior majors with excellent academic records to apply to for admission to our Honors Program.  Students admitted to the program undertake senior thesis research and writing during the academic year.  Admitted students enroll in a two-quarter senior thesis seminar, Political Science 398-1 (Fall Quarter) and 398-2 (Winter Quarter).

Admission to the program is based on a competitive application process.  Your application must include your proposal, your transcript record, and a faculty letter of recommendation. Honors students must have a minimum college and departmental GPA of 3.5 to be admitted to the program, and they must maintain this GPA throughout their participation in the program. We encourage honors students complete most of the courses required for the major before entering the honors program, especially methods and research seminar requirements. 

To submit an application, send an electronic PDF version of the first three items in the list below to the Undergraduate Program Assistant, Ann Kelchner, at a-kelchner@northwestern.edu, no later than Friday, March 2, 2012 by noon. Your file should match the order of the items listed below.
1. Cover Sheet (attached below): To calculate your Political Science GPA, use all and only Political Science courses excluding Freshman Seminars (101's) and Related Courses. 
2. A copy of your unofficial transcript: This must include grades through Fall Quarter 2011.
3. A 2-3 page project proposal: The proposal should identify the question you will investigate and how you plan to undertake to answer the question.  We recommend that you work with a faculty member on developing this proposal.  While we expect that your topic will undergo considerable development and revision in the honors program, we will be using these proposals to selected honors students, to identify research funding opportunities, and to match students with advisors.  At the end of the proposal, please briefly discuss your preparation to embark in this project, including relevant coursework (in political science and related fields), experiences in internships, study abroad or at other institutions that have prepared you for the project, and any formal, statistical, language, or research experience that may aid you in your research.
4. A Recommendation Form completed by a Political Science Faculty Member (attached below): You should select a faculty member who knows you well, and/or with whom you have discussed your project. We ask you to provide the faculty member with the form (top half already completed) electronically as an attachment.  After faculty complete their portion of the confidential form, please request that they forward the electronic letter to Ann Kelchner at a-kelchner@northwestern.edu, no later than Friday, March 2nd.  Once received, this letter of recommendation will be attached to your application for review of the honors program committee.  Letters of recommendation may not be completed by Teaching Assistants.  You are also strongly encouraged to request this from a Northwestern faculty member in political science.
Cover Sheet
Application for the 2012-2013 Political Science Honors Program

Name___________________________________________________________________

PS GPA___________OVERALL GPA___________ Net ID________________​​​​_______
Campus Phone________________________ Student Wildcard ID#_________________
Campus mailing address_________________________________ Zip Code___________
Permanent Home Address___________________________________________________

PS Methods requirement taken (circle one): 310, 311, 312 or 315. 


        


Term completed__________ Grade________
PS 395 course (title) _______________________________________________________

Seminar instructor____________​​________________________    Grade________

Letter of Recommendation Writer:  ___________________________________________

Subject area of the proposal (circle one): 

American Politics, Comparative Politics, Political Theory, International Relations

2-3 sentence summary of your research question: 

Faculty Member(s) you would like to work with:  


_______________________________________
Letter of Recommendation

2012-2013 Political Science Honors Program
Students should complete the top part of the form and e-mail it as an attachment to the advisor.

Name of Student: _____________________ Name of Recommender: ___________________
2-3 sentence summary of your research question: 



Faculty, please assess this student’s abilities in the following areas:

How do you know this student? 


Class_____ Proposal Advisor _____ Other_____________________________________
	
	Excellent
	Very Good
	Good

	Intellectual creativity
	
	
	

	Writing Ability
	
	
	

	Self-Motivation and ability to manage an independent project
	
	
	

	Research Experience
	
	
	

	Training in the proposed method of investigation
	
	
	

	Promise and quality of the project proposal 
	
	
	


Additional comments for the Honors Program Committee:

Faculty, at the conclusion of your assessment, submit this completed form to Ann Kelchner at a-kelchner@northwestern.edu by Friday, March 2, 2012.


