Course Description for Fall 2009
POLI_SCI Political Science 395-0: Political Research Seminar



Political Science 
395-0-20: Political Research Seminar: Parties + The American Political System
Instructor: Daniel Jonathan Galvin
 Expected Enrollment: 15

COURSE DESCRIPTION: : This seminar will examine political parties in a broad theoretical and historical context. We will examine the role of 
political parties in American political thought, the formation of two major parties during the early days of the republic, and the major transformations of partisan alignments in American history – including the rise of Jacksonian Democracy, the birth of the Republican Party around the Civil War, the era of “machine” politics during the Gilded Age, the Progressive reforms in the early 20th century, the New Deal 
realignment, the turbulent ‘60s, the Reagan Revolution, and modern party politics. We will consider what the parties have stood for, how they have operated, and what effect they have had on the larger 
political system. We will also examine key concepts in party 
scholarship: “electoral realignments”; party “systems”; why only two parties; party “functions”; party ideologies; and the relationship between parties and other forms of political mobilization in America. This course involves heavy reading and independent research. Students will be evaluated on their engagement with the readings, their 
contributions to seminar discussions, and their research papers. 

NOTE: This course requires departmental permission and an application. 
Applications can be found on the department website at: 
www.polisci.northwestern.edu. 



Political Science 
395-0-21: Political Research Seminar: Racial Politics in American Cities
Instructor: Reuel R Rogers
 Expected Enrollment: 15

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Racial division is on of the most troubling and persistent problems for  American democracy. It poses a severe test of our egalitarian aspirations. The consequences of racial division, inequality, conflict, and struggles to overcome them play out most clearly in American cities. Cities, for instance, are where African Americans first encountered Jim Crow segregation and first mobilized to demand an end to this practice and other forms of racial exclusion. This course will explore racial dynamics in the political life of American cities. More specifically, we examine the social and political problems that racial divisions produce in cities, and investigate how groups and political institutions have responded to those problems. We focus on how racial divisions shape: mobilization, contests for political power, representation, the allocation of social resources, and patterns of social mobility. Our overarching theoretical aim will be to understand the role that racial group differences play in the quest for political power,  policy influence, and socioeconomic advancement in American cities. 

NOTE: This course requires departmental permission and an application. 
Applications can be found on the department website at: 
www.polisci.northwestern.edu. 



Political Science 
395-0-22: Political Research Seminar: State, Democracy, and Corruption in Africa
Instructor: Richard A Joseph
 Expected Enrollment: 15

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Three questions have featured prominently in the politics of Sub-Saharan Africa: How can a capable and legitimate state be constructed? How can aspirations for a democratic system be fulfilled? How can corruption in political, economic and civic affairs be curbed? Progress in the pursuit of each of these objectives seem to depend on success regarding the others. Students in this course will read fundamental texts that pertain to each of these topics and also examine specific country cases. They will be required to write a few short essays that culminate in a term paper. 

NOTE: This course requires departmental permission and an application.  Applications can be found on the department website at: www.polisci.northwestern.edu.



Political Science 
395-0-23: Political Research Seminar: Experimental Political Science
Instructor: James N Druckman
 Expected Enrollment: 15

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Experimental Political Science 
successful completion of Political Science 310 or its equivalent is strongly recommended. 
One of the goals of political science is to make generalizable causal inferences. Controlled experiments constitute a prominent method for doing so. This class will explore how experiments are designed, implemented, and analyzed in political science. This includes laboratory, survey, and field experiments. We will discuss ethical and methodological impediments to experimentation and review applications in areas such as voting behavior, negotiations, and inter-personal discussions. Students will be asked to design and possibly implement their own experimental study. 

NOTE: This course requires departmental permission and an application.  Applications can be found on the department website at: www.polisci.northwestern.edu.


Political Science 
395-0-24: Political Research Seminar: The Supreme Court Seminar; The Last 50 years
Instructor: Jerry Goldman
Expected Enrollment: 15

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Supreme Court Seminar: The last 50 years 

Sitting at the apex of the American judicial system, the Supreme Court exercises extraordinary power. That power has been employed wisely and poorly during the 218 years of its existence. In the words of Justice Robert H. Jackson, "we are not final because we are infallible, but we are infallible only because we are final." 
In this seminar, we will study classic cases decided since 1955 in order to understand how and why the justices acted as they did. There are many sources to consult: (1) the briefs and record; (2) the oral arguments; (3) the opinions; and (3) the private papers of the justices. From this web of information, we will aim to deconstruct decisions in terms of politics, policy, and law. 
Beyond the study of decisions, we will consider the lives of the justices and their contributions to law and politics. More than 25 justices have served in the last half-century. We will become experts on their lives in order to render judgments about their successes and failures. These reviews will enable us to speculate on the abilities of possible Obama administration appointments to the Court in the next three years. 

PROJECTS: There will be two major assignments in addition to weekly class work: a case-specific research paper and a justice-specific research paper.

PREREQUISITES: Political Science 331, 332 or 333 strongly suggested. 

NOTE: This course requires departmental permission and an application.  Applications can be found on the department website at: www.polisci.northwestern.edu. 

