Winter Quarter 2010 Political Research Seminars

NEW REGISTRATION POLICY-

Beginning winter quarter, If you are a Political Science major, you can enroll online during your pre-registration time in accordance with the Registrar’s Office.  During advanced registration, we will invite other departments to enroll in open courses.  Students considering the 395 waitlist should contact Ms. Gordon at bj-gordon@northwestern.edu for consent once maximum capacity has been met. 
20        Ideology in American Politics                                   Chong                               W 2-4:50
An examination of the values and beliefs underlying political ideology in American

politics.  What are the defining features and symbols of liberalism and conservatism?  What

separates the political center from the ideological extremes? This seminar analyzes politicians,

parties, media, public opinion, and political movements representing the range of ideological camps on the left-right spectrum.  We will identify what has been constant in liberalism and conservatism over time, but also how the positions of liberals and conservatives have evolved in response to historical events and experiences.
21        Political Party Systems                                              Seawright                     TTh 11-12:20
What are political parties for --- why do they play an important role in virtually every existing democracy?  How do parties connect with society, or do they more often fail to connect?  Do parties' internal organizations matter for the quality of representation, or for their survival over time?  How do new parties form, and why do some succeed electorally while others fail?  We will read and discuss work that address these and other related questions, with the aim of helping each student formulate and execute her own empirical research project focused on some issue connected with parties and party systems.  Evaluation will be based on participation and a research paper.

22        Military, Society and Use of Force                           Brooks                         T 2-4:50
Since the end of the Cold War, the American public's familiarity with military affairs has waned, and fewer elected officials have served in the armed forces. Nevertheless society at-large must play a vital role in military policy discourse if sound policies are to be adopted. This course seeks to expose students to major issues in military affairs, to introduce relevant theoretical research and to encourage critical thinking about issues in world affairs more broadly. Among the major questions covered are: What is a military organization, and what are its roles, functions and motivations? What is and should be the military’s role and purpose in conventional operations, in the “war” on terrorism and in humanitarian interventions? Is there a contradiction between creating a military that is "effective" versus one that is reflective of society at large? Specific topics include: the controversies associated with military intervention for humanitarian purposes; the "proper" relationship between civilian government and the military; racial integration and gays and lesbians in the military; and the growing "culture gap" between civilians and the military in the United States.
             
23        Global Politics and the Middle East                       Hurd                            TTh 11-12:20  
This course is about the global politics and history of the Arab states, Israel, Iran and Turkey.  As it is a class on world politics, the focus is on relations between Europe, the United States, and the Middle East and North Africa rather than upon domestic or regional politics.  Topics include contemporary politics of the region, including the “war on terror,” the history, politics and legacies of the 1953 coup in Iran and the 1979 Iranian Revolution, the international political economy of oil, relations between Turkey and the European Union, the conflict between Israel and Palestine, and the politics and history of secularism, colonialism, orientalism, and gender.  We will also discuss the implications of modernization and globalization as they impact relations between the Middle East and other parts of the world. This course is recommended for students with a strong interest in the international politics of the Middle East who are interested in doing upper-level independent research.  No prerequisite, although introductory polisci courses (CP, IR, and/or PT are strongly recommended). Format: Discussion. Evaluation method: Think piece, paper outline, final paper, class participation. 

24        Police Misconduct & Accountability                      Iris                               TTh 2-3:20
Among the ranks of governmental employees, police officers are unique. They may deprive us of our liberty, and are empowered to use force, including deadly force, if necessary, to carry out their duties. Actual or perceived misconduct by officers often has serious repercussions, far beyond those attributable to the actions of almost any other group of governmental employees. 
Objectives are to examine police operations and organization, and how they affect, and are affected by, police misconduct. What means are available to address police misconduct? How effective are they? What changes have evolved in terms of both the types and patterns of, and responses to, misconduct?

25        International Organization & National Policy      Alter                            TTh 9:30-10:50
Policy International organizations are designed to facilitate cooperation between states, addressing problems and issues that affect all nations, the global commons and humanity in general. In many if not most cases, for the goals of international organizations to be achieved a change of domestic policy is necessary. This seminar examines the questions of if, when and how international organizations influence national policy.

26        Global Climate Change: Policy and Society           Wolinsky                     T 2-4:50
The goal of this course is to examine global climate change both as a policy issue and as a phenomenon that has affected society and culture. We will compare climate change policy-making at the international, national, state, and local levels. We will examine several dimensions of climate change policies including reaction to scientific information, evaluation of costs versus benefits under uncertainty, leadership, and openness to adaptation. We will then look at how society has reacted to policy-making on climate change. We will compare trends in public attitudes on climate change and examine the relationship between public policy and civic action. We will finally look at how the issue of climate change has spread beyond politics and is finding new expressions in the arts, architecture, and other realms of culture. 

27        Studying Public Opinion                                            Druckman                   M 1-3:50
In this course, we will explore three aspects of public opinion. First, we will examine how one studies public opinion, focusing on survey and experimental methodologies.  Second, we will investigate the psychological processes underlying opinion formation, paying particular attention to how mass communications (e.g., media) affect opinions. Third, we will look at how politicians respond to and use public opinion.  Students will be engaged in at least two activities: a group project that involves the collection of experimental and/or survey data, and an individual paper that reviews the academic literature on some aspect of public opinion and offers suggestions for future study.  Classes will involve presentations by the professor and students. Some background in statistics (e.g., one course) is recommend but not required. 
