Fall Quarter 2011 Political Research Seminars

20 Ideology in American Politics Chong T3:30-6:20

In this research seminar, we examine the values and beliefs underlying political ideology in American politics.
What are the defining features and symbols of liberalism and conservatism? What separates the political center
from the ideological extremes? Are there ideological cycles in American politics? This seminar analyzes
politicians, parties, public opinion, and political movements on the left-right spectrum. We will identify what has
been constant in liberalism and conservatism over time, and also how the positions of liberals and conservatives
have evolved in response to political events.

21 Party Change in America Galvin M 9:00 - 11:50

This seminar examines the role of political parties in American politics, with special attention given to the
processes through which parties change. We will focus on changes in party alignments, party ideologies, party
issue positions, party organization, and party competition. The course involves heavy reading (at least one book
plus several articles per week), intensive discussion/debate, and independent research. Students work
individually with the professor to develop their research topics and are required to complete an original research
paper (18-25 pages).

22 International Politics of the Middle East E. Hurd TTh 11:00-12:20

This class examines the international history and politics of the Arab states, Israel, Iran and Turkey. It will focus
on relations between Europe, the United States, and the Middle East and North Africa. Topics include the
legacies of the 1953 coup in Iran and the 1979 Iranian Revolution, the international political economy of oil,
relations between Turkey and the European Union, the conflict between Israel and Palestine, and the politics of
secularism, religion and postcolonialism. We will also discuss the recent revolutions in the region and their
significance for world politics. This course is recommended for students who are interested in doing upper-level
independent research.

23 Police Misconduct Iris TTh 9:30-11:50

To the ordinary person in the U.S., the police are the most visible face of governmental authority. And police are
vested with extraordinary powers. They can stop us, detain us, deprive us of our liberty. They can use force
against us, up to and including deadly force. Controversies arising from actual and perceived misconduct by
police have caused public outcry over the years in many jurisdictions across the U. S.- Los Angeles, New York City,
Chicago, and elsewhere. The exceptional powers society vests in police put them in a unique position among
public employees in terms of the potential consequences of their actions. And they are an expensive public
service, a major issue given the severe fiscal pressures most jurisdictions are facing as a result of the prolonged
recession. Public outcry over police misconduct typically focuses on issues of use of excessive (and especially
deadly) force, and corruption. In this class we shall look at the history and development of policing in the US, and
police organization and operations - all with an eye as to how these factors impact police misconduct in its varied
forms. How have police agencies responded to these problems? What are the strengths and weaknesses of the



various remedies advocated to address the problem? How do police unions, the media, changes in technology
and other factors impact this situation? For the first part of the course, you will have appropriate assigned
readings. We will discuss these factors fully, so as to give you a better understanding of how police misconduct
works. While we are doing this, you will be researching some facet of police misconduct for your research paper.
The written paper, and your oral presentation of your research, will comprise a major part of your course grade, |
will be available to help you select a topic and form your research plans. In particular, | will send some
preliminary suggestions to everyone after registration, so that you will have some ideas to think about during the
weeks before fall quarter classes begin. That way, starting with our first session, you will be able to move quickly
on this.

24 Democracy/Development/New Global Economy Joseph TTh 2:00 - 3:20

This course will enable students to examine the intersection of three contemporary processes: the advance of
democratic systems, sustainable growth and development, and the evolution of the contemporary global
economic system. In this era, several countries, such as China, India, Brazil and Indonesia, are experiencing high
levels of economic growth. Such changes both intersect with, and diverge from, patterns of democratization.
Economic and political liberalization intersect and diverge in ways that provoke considerable debate and even
controversy. This course will be conducted in a seminar-style with students expected to come to class prepared
to discuss the issues and arguments in assigned readings and make presentations. They will conduct research
papers on countries of particular interest to them. Final grades will be based on research papers, class
presentation, and a final exam. This course is appropriate for undergraduates who have taken at least two
previous courses in comparative politics and international relations and/or sustained study of a foreign country
or region, and for graduate students.

25 Decentralization & Local Government Ried| M 2:00 - 4:50

How do development and democracy initiatives get transferred to the local level? Decentralisation is widely
advocated as a means of enhancing the quality of governance. It is advocated as a means of increasing political
participation and thus "deepening' democracy, and as a means of improving the quality of service delivery and
achieving a variety of related socio-economic development objectives, including poverty reduction and economic
development. It is promoted by international development organizations, as well as citizens across the globe.
However, the experience on the ground is rather different. Decentralisation reforms tend to be difficult to
implement and often fail to achieve the desired objectives. What are the reasons for this gap between the
rhetoric and the reality of decentralisation and, given its relatively disappointing results, why is decentralisation
still so popular both amongst the international development community and citizens on the ground? The course
seeks to explain this paradox and to explore ways of enhancing the effectiveness of decentralisation reforms. It
uses case study material from various parts of the developing world and will discuss decentralization in advanced
industrial democracies for comparative perspective.

26 Racial Politics in American Cities Rogers W 2:00 - 4:50

This course explores the role that urban geography has played in both alleviating and exacerbating racial
divisions and inequalities between whites and non-whites in the United States. We examine the political and
social problems that racial divisions generate in metropolitan areas, and investigate how the political geopraphy
of our cities and suburbs has shaped these challenges and affected how groups and political leaders have
responded to them.



