 Course Description for Spring 2009
POLI_SCI Political Science 395-0: Political Research Seminar

NOTE: These courses are open to PS majors by application.  Please see the Political Science website for application. 



Political Science 
395-0-20: Political Research Seminar : Immigration to the U.S.
Instructor: Victoria Maria DeFrancesco
 COURSE DESCRIPTION: The United States was founded by immigrants. Immigration has been a constant phenomenon throughout the course of this country's history. However, there has been a great deal of variance in when and who the immigrants coming to the United States have been. This seminar provides a theoretical foundation for understanding the United State's varied and complex relationship with migration. 
We will begin with a broad historical context that will then provide a framework for understanding the push and pull factors that have shaped immigration dynamics in the United States. The second part of the course will focus on specific immigrant groups and/or immigration policy areas. 



Political Science 
395-0-21: Political Research Seminar: Direct Democracy in Theory & Practice

Instructor: Dennis Chong
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Ballot initiatives allow citizens to directly make public policy in 24 states. Through the initiative process, citizens can file petitions to place proposals for new laws or constitutional changes on the ballot for a public vote. In 2008, citizens voted in state elections on a wide range of economic and social policies including same sex marriage, the state income tax, environmental protection, affirmative action, abortion rights, renewable energy, and other controversial matters. 

In this seminar, we will examine the consequences of direct democracy in theory and practice. Among the questions we will study: how issues get on the ballot; whether campaigns educate voters on the issues; how campaign strategies affect public opinion, and the effects of direct democracy on voter 
participation and representation. 

Our main aim of the course will be to do original research on the most contested ballot measures in November 2008. Seminar participants will select a state ballot initiative (or a cluster of initiatives around a common issue) and write a term paper examining agenda setting, fund raising, 
campaign tactics, media coverage and public debate, and the evolution of public opinion and voter preferences. 



Political Science 
395-0-22: Political Research Seminar : Criminal Justice Politics & Policy in the US

Instructor: Traci R Burch
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Criminal Justice Politics and Policy in the US 
This seminar is aimed at understanding U. S. criminal justice policies and the politics sustaining them at the federal, state, and local levels. Students will read intensively for the first half of the course and then complete group projects and individual papers for the second half of the course. Topics include crime prevention, racial disparities, the death penalty, and the prison boom. 



Political Science 
395-0-23: Political Research Seminar : Choosing Terrorism

Instructor: Risa A Brooks
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Why do some groups choose terrorist tactics over other methods to achieve their goals? Why do they forgo participation in peaceful political processes to achieve their goals? Why do they not organize as traditional guerrilla movements or employ military forms of opposition? The class addresses these questions. It begins by developing a definition of terrorism and discussing why it is so controversial. It then presents five models or proto-theories for thinking about terrorist motivations: socio-economic, psychological, organizational, ideological and strategic choice. It analyzes a variety of cases, including the IRA, ETA (Basques), al-Qaeda, Pakistani Jihadist groups, Save the Babies, militia groups in the United States and the KKK 



Political Science 
395-0-24: Political Research Seminar : Political Change in America

Instructor: Daniel Jonathan Galvin
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to provide students with an intensive examination of changes and continuities in American political life over the full scope of American history. We will focus on topics including: American political culture; the development of American political institutions; processes of state-building and party-building; industrialization, labor relations, and the welfare state; social movements; electoral realignments; and constitutional interpretation and development. Scholarly theories of political change, continuity, and “development” will be subjected to intensive scrutiny as we review new research on timing and sequence, critical junctures, path dependence, policy “feedback,” institutional entrepreneurship, and other theories of institutional change. This course involves heavy reading and independent research. Students will be evaluated on their engagement with the readings, their contributions to seminar discussions, and their research papers. A background in U.S. history is strongly suggested but not required.



Political Science 
395-0-25: Political Research Seminar : Nietzsche & the Will to Power

Instructor: Michael Loriaux
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Power is a foundational concept in Political Science. Do we know what it is? In this course we read selections of the principal works of Friedrich Nietzsche, one of the most influential but also one of the most disturbing philosophers of modern terms. These include The Birth of Tragedy; Human, All Too Human; The Gay Science; Thus Spoke Zarathustra; Beyond Good and Evil; On the Genealogy of Morality; Twilight of Idols; and The Antichrist. The purpose of the course is to interrogate our commonsense understandings of power and our ambition to manipulate power as a tool of political action.

