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Thoughtson the 2010 Midterm Elections

By Dr. Laurel Harbridge

Doesthe Democrats
victory on health careinsulatethem
fromelectora lossesinthisyear’s
midterm eection? Thoughthe
passage of the historic health care
overhaul issurely morebeneficid to
Democratsthanif gridiock had
persisted and thereformhad died, it
isunclear whether the passage of
thisreformissufficient to counter
other factorsthat tend to favor
Republicansinthisyear’selection.

First, oneof themost robust
patternsin political scienceis
midtermlossfor thepresident’s
party. With the exceptionsof 1998
and 2002, the president’ sparty lost
seatsin every congressional midterm
el ection between 1938 and 2006.
Thebad newsfor the Democratsis
that thisislikely to continuein 2010.
Thegood newsfor theDemocratsis
that they currently havelarge seat
sharesin both chambers; evenwith
lossesthey may beableto maintain
majority control of both chambers.

Second, both partiesare
facinganumber of retirements. Very
few incumbentswho runfor
reelectionlosetheir seats. Thus,it's
inthe open seats (whereno
incumbent isrunning) that most

electoral changeoccurs. Asof
April 9, 2010, 25 Democrats (18
House, 7 Senate) and 27
Republicans (21 House, 6 Senate)
arenot running for reelection. To
seewhich party islikely totake (or
retain) control of each seat, we can
look at the presidential voteinthe
districtin 2008, whichisaproxy
for ageneral measureof theliberal-
conservativeleaning of thedidtrict.
Using thismeasure, it lookslike
roughly 4 Senate seatsarein states
that voted at relatively high
percentagesfor the Democratic
presidential candidate, 2 seatsare
instatesthat voted highly
Republican, and 6 seatsare atoss-
up (with both party’s candidates
getting lessthan 55% of thevote).
A dightly different pictureemerges
intheHouse. There, 11 districts
voted overwhel mingly Democratic,
16 voted overwhelmingly
Republican, and 12 aretoss-ups.
Just looking at the number of open
districtsdoesnot clearly show an
advantagefor one party or another.
However, giventhat theelectora
swingthisyeer islikely tofavor
Republican candidates, open seats

(Continued on Page 7)
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Meet a Professor: Georgia Kernell

By Stephanie Spies‘ 11

GeorgiaKernell isanew-
comer to the Midwest. Sheattended
UC Berkdey in Californiabefore
earning her PhD at Columbiaand
completing her postdoctoral research
at theUniversty of Pennsylvania

Discussing her specidty,
comparativepolitical partiesand
elections, Kernell emphasizesthe
current rlevanceof thistopicinlight
of thegenera eectioninthe United
KingdomonMay 6. Thiselectionin
particular, sheexplains, “ may proveto
have many closeracesamong multiple
partiesat thedigtrict level,” athough
plurdity electionsgenerdly only offer
two*“viable’ partiesinasingledidrict.
If neither the Labour Party nor the
Conservativescan gainamgjority, the
Libera Democrats, thethird largest
politica party inthe United Kingdom,
“will holdsgnificant leverage’ inthe
new government. Kernell believesthat
this“real prospect” of Libera Demo-

Source: polisci.northwestern.edu

cratsgaining power inthegovern-
ment “ should increase the number
of peoplewho votefor” that party,
not only dueto political preference
but aso becauseit “ strategically
makesmoresense” inthisparticu-
lar election, ascompared to
“typicd Britishelections.”

Thisexampleillustratesthe
typesof casesKerndl studiesin
thefield of comparativedectora
politics. Shefirst becameinter-
estedinthisareaof political
scienceasajunior at UC Berke-
ley, when shetook “afantastic
classonpoliticd parties’ inwhich
the professor made the students
“stand up on [their] chairsand
shout ‘| lovemath!’” Although she
hasyet to make her studentsdo
this, Kerndll says, sheis
“tempted.”

Inadditiontoelectora
politics, sheaso studiesstatistics
for socia science, political behav-
ior (e.g. voting and campaigning),
and comparative democratic
ingtitutions. Kerndl iswritinga
book manuscript “about how
politica partiesare organized
internaly (e.g. how they select
candidates and write party plat-
forms), and the effects of these
ruleson politica behavior.”
Becausethisresearchisquitetime
consuming, she hopesto complete
amaority of her researchinthe
Spring and summer, returning to
teachinthefall. Professor Kernell
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will beteaching afreshman seminar
onpoalitical partiesand electionsin
thefal andanMMSSclassinthe
spring, inadditionto two statistics
classesat thegraduatelevel. We
arecertainly glad to haveyou here
at Northwestern, Professor
Kerndl!

Academic
Calendar

e Fall Quarter
Pre-Registration
May 10 - 14

» Fall Quarter Registration
May 17 - 21

e WCAS Reading Week
Junel-4

e Spring Quarter Exam Week
June7 - 11

e Fall Quarter Begins
September 21
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Meet an Alum Pt. 1. Rajni Chandrasekhar

By JohnLee‘12

Rajni Chandrasekhar isa
political scienceand international
studies double major who gradu-
ated from Northwesternin 2009.
Shewaslast year’ swinner of the
McGovernAward for Academic
Excellenceand Leadershipin
Political Science. Her favorite
classin the department was South
East Asian Palitics, taught by Dr.
Jeffery Winters.

Q. What are you doing now?

| am currently pursuinga
master’sdegreein devel opment
management at the London School
of Economicsand Political Science
(LSE). Thecurriculumfocuses
specificdly onorganizationa
management, but | am asotaking
additiona classesinIndian
devel opment, poverty, childrights,
andyouthissues. Theprogramisa
year long, finishing in September of
thisyear.

Source: thelondondailynews.com

Q. What are your plansfor the
future?

| am thinking about
moving back tothe US. Though
| am till hammering my plans,
tentatively speaking, I’ dliketo
work with anon-profit,
internationa non-governmental
organization (NGO). Oneday, |
can seemysdf working for either
theWorld Bank or the
Foundation Strategy Group (the
latter isanon-profit consulting
firm seeking to advance socia

progress).

Q. Do you have any advice for
current students?

Thereareddfinitely
certainthings! wished | had
known back then. First, one of
themost important thingsyou
can accomplish asan undergrad
istofind your passion, caling,
and dream. Personally, | discov-
ered my passionwhilevolunteer-
inginIndiaand doinginternships
during my summers. Onceyou
findyour calling, thenext stepis
to seek out therelevant re-
sourceson campus; if you are
interested in an areawhere NU
doesn’t offer the necessary
resources, then advocatefor it.
Oneparticularly awesome
resource | recommendisthe
Globa Engagement Summer
Ingtitute (GES!).

Second, | strongly
recommend taking advantage of
thefunding and grant opportuni-
tiesoffered by NU. That wasa
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major source of helpfor me—it
allowed metodointernshipsthat |
otherwisewouldn’t havebeen able
to pursue. | remember applying for
many fellowshipsaswell. They are
all very good opportunities students
should take advantage of . Even if
you areafreshman, aslong asyou
areinterested in procuring funding
tofurther someacademicinterest,
you should visit the Office of
Fellowships. Tdl themwhat you are
passionate about, so that they can
advocate onyour behalf.

Findly, try tofind abadance
inyour collegeeducation. Some
peoplearevery libera artsy—they
take classesinevery disciplineand
from every department. Othersare
very focused in only oneacademic
subject. | suggest tryingtofinda
median between thetwo extremes;
studentsshould striveto be more
well rounded. Attempt to get deeply
investedinacoupleof different
disciplines. Onelast thing: snceyou
do attend Northwestern, after all,
gointo Chicago more! Take
advantage of it. Collegewon't last
forever.
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Meet an Alum Pt. 2: Miriam Lieberman

By JohnLee‘12

Miriam Lieberman gradu-
ated from Northwesternin 2004
withaB.A.inPolitica Science.
Shewasthe 2004 winner of the
Barry Farrell and McGovern
awards. Her favoriteclassinthe
department was Congtitutional
Law, taught by Dr. Stephan
Danids.

Q. What do you remember liking
most about your experience as
an undergrad at Northwestern?
Firstand foremost, | loved
the people. Period. Second, |
loved Northwestern’swarm,
vibrant community—full of people
with different interests, talents, and
from different culturesthanmy
own. The student body wasandis
sodiverse! | dsoreally appreci-
ated the school’ svery accom-
plished and brilliant faculty; they
put forth thetime and effort to
cultivate student potential. | re-
member having beentaught by
professorswho sincerely cared
about their students.

rd et

Source: stanford.edu

Q. What have you done since
graduating?

After graduating from
Northwesternin 2004, | enrolled at
Stanford Law School. | graduatedin
2007, and came back to Chicagoto
work at theprivatelaw firm
Kirklandand EllisLLP. | have been
working thereasalitigator since.

Q. How do you know if law school
isright for you?

| don’t think thereisamagic
formulathat can help you determine
whether it will beright for you or
not. Thedecisionto pursuealaw
degreeisno different than the oneto
pursue graduate school inanother
areaor any career, for that matter.
You haveto research the option and
find out whatever you can; then,
decidewnhether itisafit for you.

Q. Do you have any advice for
current students?

Fird, try todifferentiate
yoursaf—beunique. Find something
you just absolutely love, and then
pursueit. Second, take advantage of
thethingsthat are already there,
whether it meanstaking the classes
that interest you, or joining
extracurricularsyou fed passonate
about. Also, if you areinterested,
likel was, inundergraduatere-
search, pursuethoseresearch grants.
They canbeimmensdy helpful, and |
personally worked to make use of
such resourceswhile |l wasastudent
a Northwestern.

Third, remember that the
world doesn’t alwayshaveto
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revolvearound you. Facilitatethose
important connectionsand relation-
ships. Help others succeed. Bekind
and look out for other people.
Reach out and make new friends.
Findly, behappy. | really meanit.
Whileit soundsabit trite, it' sso
true: naturally, wearedrawnto
happy people. But don’tjust be
happy to attract others, doit for
yoursdlf aswell—happinessisgood
for you too!

Major
Requirements
16 courses total

Major Courses

* (3)of thefollowing: 201, 220, 221,
230, 240, or 250

e (1) methodsclass: pick from 310,
311, 312, 315, and 316)

e (1) 395 research seminar

» (6) other 300-level classes

Related Courses

(5) classesin any of thefollowing de-
partments. Asian studies, African-
American studies, anthropol ogy, eco-
nomics, gender studies, global health,
history, Latin American and Carib-
bean studies, international studies,
legal studies, philosophy, psychology
and sociology. At least 3 must be a
the 300 level. No more than one can
be at the 100 level.

For a Minor
6 courses total

* (2 of thefollowing: 201, 220, 221,
230, 240, or 250

e (4) additional political science
courses, at least 3 at the 300 level.
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DUG’'sWorld

Professor Rogers, Director of Undergraduate Studies

Happy Springto our politica sciencemgjors! |
amsuremany of you by now are busy making plansfor
the summer months. Studentswho are still trying to
decideon their summer plansshould consider partici-
patinginaninternship. Most companiesissuetheir cals
for student internsto help with summer projectsinthe
fall and early winter. But therearestill many organiza-
tionssearching for studentsto help with worthy causes.
Tobesure, many of theinternshipsassociated with such
causesareunpaid. The prospect of taking an unpaid
internship may seem unattractiveto some studentsin
these hard economictimes. But you need not rule out
suchinternshipsfor strictly financial reasons.

Summer Experiential L ear ning Funding Oppor tu-
nities

ThePolitical Science Department offersmod-
est Farrell summer experiential learning grantsto sup-
port unpaid internshipsthat have adirect or indirect
connectionto politics. Although the Political Science
Department does not offer academic credit for intern-
ships, weencourage sudentsto participatein these sum-
mer opportunitieswhenever they can. They areavalu-
able supplement to university education. Weareespe-
cialy supportive of internshipsthat enable studentsto
learn more about the politics. Some of themostinter-
esting summer internshipsthat includeapolitical focus
often areoffered by organizationsthat are unableto pay
students. Wereport on students’ summer internship
experiencesinthenewdetter every year.

Resourcesfor thegrantsoffered by the Depart-
ment are dueto thelargesse of the Barry Farrell estate.
Farrell wasaprofessor of political science and ady-
namic presence at Northwestern University fromthe
1950sthrough the 1980s. The Farrell fund supportsa
range of opportunitiesfor political scienceundergradu-
ates, including thesummer experientia learning grants.
Thesummer internship awardstypicaly rangefrom $500
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to $1,500 and take financial need into account. Seniors
arenot eigibleto apply.

Summer Resear ch Opportunities

Studentsa so might consider spending some
part of their summer on aresearch project. Many
political science professorsdevotetheir summer months
to research. Sometimesundergraduatesassist with
theseprojects. But increasing numbers of Northwest-
ern undergraduatesare using the summer to pursue
their own research interestsoften in consultation with
faculty. Top studentsadmitted to the department’s
honorsprogram oftentry to get an early start ontheir
projectsduring the summer prior to their senior year.
But other students devel op summer research projects
of their own smply to supplement their coursework.
Weinberg College and the Department encourage
support such effortsthrough anumber of funding
opportunities.

Registration and Petitioningto Graduate

Findly, | redlizethat our mgjorsareusing this
early part of spring to not only toline up summer
projectsbut alsoto plan
for the next academic year.
Pre-regigtrationfor Fall
Quarter 2010 beginson
May 10. Regular registra-
tionstartsonMay 17.
Someof you areaready
committed to participating
. instudy abroad programs.

. Please seethe Department
web sitefor detailson
petitioning for mgjor credit
for study abroad courses.

Professor Reuel Rogers

(Continued on Page 7)
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POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Fall Quarter Schedule 2010-2011

Please Note: Courses subject to change. For the most up to date listing, check courses on Caesar.

Freshman Seminar

Campaign 2010
Human Rightsin Internationa Politics

‘No Place’ asaGood Place: Utopiasinthe History of Political Thought

Comparative Politica Parties
ThePressand Presidentia Politics

200 Levels

201  Introductionto Palitical Theory

230 Introductionto Law inthePolitical Arena
240 IntrotolInternational Relations

250 Introductionto ComparativePolitics

300 Levels

311  Logicsof Political Inquiry

323  PublicOpinion & Voting Behavior
324  Politicd Partiesand Elections

331 Politicsof the Supreme Court

344  USForeignPolicy

349 Internaiona Environmentd Politics

390 Special Topics

20 TheRiseof Asia
21 Conflict & Civil War

394 Professional Linkage Seminar

20 USForeign Policy: Kennedy to Obama
21 Reforming Politicsand Securing Our Democracy

395 Resear ch Seminar

20 Political Partiesand Political Competition
21 Political Theory and Tragedy: Antigone
22 DesgningaCondtitution

23 Latinosand Politics

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

Druckman
Alter
Christov
Kerndl
Steuplnagd

Chrisov
Iris
Spruyt
Roberts

Martin
Chong
Page
Danids
Caverley

Wolinsky

Bouton
Reno

Ridly
Gordon

Martin
Honig
Roberts
Dominguez



Communiqué

Spring 2010

“Thoughtson the 2010 Midterm

Elections’
...continued from page 1

may be expected to work to the Republicans favorin
thiscase.

Third, the economy may help or hurt the
Democratsdepending on how it fares over the next few
months. Politica scientistshavelong recognized that
votersdevel op retrospective eval uations of government
and reward or punishindividualsor parties depending
onwhether conditions (and particularly economic
conditions) have gotten better or worse. However,
research by politica scientistsAchen and Bartelshas
found that votersare highly myopicintheir evauations,
basing their vote only on economic conditionsinthelast
quarter beforethedection. Following fromthislineof
reasoning, Democratswill benefit ectorally if
economic conditionsimprove over the summer but
suffer if economic recovery faltersor stagnates.

Lastly, independent votersarelikely tomove
back toward the Republicansin 2010 (intermsof
voting patterns), after having moved toward Democrats
between 2004 and 2008. Onereason for thismoveis
concernover thesize of thedeficit. A recent Gallup poll
found that independents are more concerned with the
sizeof thedeficit than either Democratic or Republican
identifiers. Recent pollsindicatethat only 32% of the
public approve of Obama' shandling of the deficit.
Although heisnot upfor redection, thissentiment is
likely to betransferred to Democratic congressmen.

Sowhat doesthismean for the midterm
election? It'sanear certainty that the Democratswill
lose seatsbut the real questioniswhether thelosswill
cost themtheir mgjority statusor crippletheir legidative
agenda, even if they maintain amajority. Recent
research combining poll resultswith model sof past
el ections suggeststhat thereisagood chancethat the
Democratswill lose 50 seatsinthe House (witha
current margin of 257 to 178), which would cost them
themgority. Evenif they maintaina(razor thin)
maj ority, the prospectsfor asuccessful ambitious
legidativeagendaaresmdll.

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

DUG’'sWorld

...continued from page5

Asyou plan your coursesfor next year, besure
to check that you are making good progressto com-
pleting themagor, especidly if youwill bestudying
abroad. Juniorsare encouraged to petition to graduate
by theend of thisyear. Graduation petitionformsare
availableat theUniversity Registrar’ sweb Site: http://
www.registrar.northwestern.edu/graduation/. Youaso
canfind helpful information about the petition processat
the Office of Undergraduate Studiesand Advising: hitp:/
/www.weas.northwestern.edw/advising/graduation/
petitioning.html. Pleasefed freeto meet with an under-
graduate adviser in our Department during hisor her
officehourstoreview and sign your petition.

Commencement Reception

Of course, political sciencemgjorswho arein
their senior year are busy thisspring with adifferent kind
of planning—not for the next academic year, but rather
for their livesafter Northwestern. | wishyoudl thevery
best in whatever pursuitsyou plan and hopethat your
undergraduate education, includingin political science,
will serveyouwell. Wewant to help you cel ebrate your
achievement and mark thetrangitionto the next phase of
your liveswith the Department’sfinal event of thepring
quarter—our annua Commencement Reception.

Thereceptionwill beheld on June19inAllison
Hall immediately following the Commencement cer-
emony. Graduating seniorsandtheir familieswill receive
invitationsto thiswonderful event in the coming weeks.
The department will present numerous awardsand
certificatesto recognize senior accomplishments—
including the Kenneth F. JandaPrizefor Best Honor's
Thesisand theWilliam M. McGovern Award for
Excellencein Scholarship, Leadership, and University
Citizenship. Wealso award certificatesfor successful
completion of thehonorsprogram and advanced foreign
language study. Pleasevist the department web sitefor
moreinformation about theseawards. Of course, there
alsowill be plenty of good food and drink. Please
comecelebratewith family, friends, and faculty.
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Terroristshaverights, too.

By Sourav Bhowmick ‘12

What makesAmericagredt,
distinguishing it from other nationspast
and present, isthat anyone stepping
foot on our soil isprotected by thelaw
of theland; theU.S. Constitution
protectsanyonein our country, citizens
or not, withrights. Butinaseemingly
visceral response, wetendto extin-
guishthetorch of Americanliberty
whenit comestoterroristsand their
Condtitutiona guarantees. It may
sound unpopular, but rightsalso apply
toterrorigts.

By notimmediady mirandizing
Faisal Shahzad, thewould-be Times
Square bomber, authoritiesimply that
the Congtitutiona protection of the
Fifth Amendment doesn’t apply toa
terrorist suspect. But the problemis
that asuspect can be anyonewhofits
thecasting call for aterrorist, including
mysdalf, andisinthewrong placeat the
wrong time. When under thecondition
of duress, the command of interroge-
tion, and the effectivedenid of theright
toremain silent, any suspect can be
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Source: brooklyn.cuny.edu

wrongfully incriminated. Indoing
S0, we abandon the presumption of
innocence, the principleof due
process, and thevery foundation of
our lega system.

Sowhy can authorities
ostensibly deny terroriststheir
equal protection?1nthe 1984 case
of New York v. Quarles, the
Supreme Court ruled that a“ public
safety” exception can be made
duringwhich authoritiesdo not
haveto inform suspectsof their
rights. Essentidly, if thestuation
posesadanger to the public, police
officerscanthrow away the
Condtitution. But thisraisesa
question: what kind of crimethat
warrantsarrest doesn’t compro-
misethe safety of the public? Does
thismean that someonewrongly
accused of drunk-driving could
havetheir rightstaken away inthe
interest of public safety?If not,
then wheredo wedraw theline?
Until the public safety exceptionis
clearly defined, it should not be
used asameanstojustify unjust
actions.

Faisal Shahzad, becausehe
isanAmericancitizen, most likely
aready knew hisfifthamendment
rightsand so mirandizing himwould
not necessarily havegivenhim
information hedid not know. Most
people can agreethat what heis
accused of doing wasadanger to
public safety. Authoritieshad more
than enough reasonto believehe
was more than amere suspect. But
there’sabigger picturehere. The
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secondweimply thatitis
acceptable, for whatever reason,
to deny any individual onAmeri-
canlandtherightstowhichthey
areentitled, westart tearing at
thefabric that makesour country
exceptional.

Wars have been waged,
empireshavefallen, and untold
soldiershavediedin defense of
adocument and the mantraof
democracy, sowhy disregard
thevery Congtitutionwehave
worked so hard to protect? It
hasbeen said that after the
Condtitutiona Convention of
1787, Benjamin Franklinwas
asked exactly what kind of
government had been drafted, to
which the statesman responded,
“A republic, if you cankeepit.”
For over two centuries, we' ve
indeed kept it, but if wea low
ourselvesto tear at the Constitu-
tion, then thosetwo centuries
will have beenfor naught.
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ThoseWho Hatelllegal Immigration Carethe Most

By Jason Rickard ‘11

If anything, SB1070 provesthat those most
opposedtoillega immigrationinthe United Statesare
also themost concerned. Therecently passed Arizona
bill, put quitesmply, isridiculous. Filled with vague
language of “reasonability” and“ practicability” thenew
law dlowsArizonagateofficias, particularly police
officers, to verify theimmigration status of anyonethey
find suspicious. Immigrantswill beforced to carry their
documentswiththemat all times. Muchworse, how-
ever, areincidentsinwhich peoplelegaly inArizonado
not havetheir papersor where citizensdo not have
their identification with them but their satusintheUS
seemssuspiciousto policeofficers. Extremely high
standardsof subjective policeofficer suspicionaside, it
seemslikely that peoplelegdly inthe USwill betreated
illegaly. Toput it bluntly, thelaw will likely leadto
harassment of HispanicAmericans, sowhy isthe
federal government not doing anything about it?

President Obamaisdiscussing the potential for
legdl action against Arizonaand an outlinefor anew
immigration bill existsin Congressbut neither avenue
will lead to change. Thenew bill outline, penned by
SenateMgjority Leader Reid (D-NV), isvery similar
totheimmigration bill of 2007. At itscorethe proposal
would strengthen border security andin 8 yearsalow
illegal aliensaready present inthe USto pursueapath
tocitizenship. Nearly everyone, including Obama,
indicatesthat thebill hasno chance of passing or even
getting meaningful discussion anytime soon. Congress
hasalot onitsplateand oppositiontoliberal immigra:
tion reform has only become stronger but neither of
theseissuesistherea problem.

Themaority of thenationisin shock over
Arizonashill butisnotinterestedinimmigration
reform. Theshock iscertainly justifiable, but something
needed to be done and Arizonadid something. Lack of
reform onthefederal level forcesstatesto takeaction
and sometimesthat action isshortsighted and abusive.
If theArizonalaw isto be stopped, immigrationreform

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

inD.C. needsto get started. The 2007 bill was defeated
and Congressishesitant to takesimilar action again.
However, thosewho opposeliberd immigrationreform
arenot inthemgjority but they are certainly themost
vocd andinvolved andthisArizonabill only confirms
that.

M ore concrete support for thisconclusion
comesintheformof arecent Gallup poll. Forty-five
percent of thosewho may beinfavor of SB1070-like
legidation onthefederal level want Congressto address
immigration now. Sadly, only twenty-four percent of
thosewho would liketo seelessabusiveimmigration
reformwant Congressto takeaction. If weredlly are
disgusted with lawslikeArizona sthen we should make
theissueanationa priority and not just stand around
looking shocked.
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