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My Sudy Abroad Experience

by: Lauren Gramza, ‘11

Standing on Copacabana
Beach asthe Olympic 2016 hogt city
was announced and learning to
understand a country through
futebol and samba. Studying the
crime and poverty in Brazil and
being mugged inthe sameweek. It
doesn’'t exactly sound like your
typica study abroad experience, but
it has all been part of my timein
Brazil nonetheless. Theclasseshere
arefascinating, the professorsare
ingpiring, and the programitself has
become one of themost rewarding
experiences| have had during my
timeat Northwestern.

| am studying in Brazil
through IPD (Internationa Program
Development) on a program
focused on politicsand economics.
| am studying at the Fundagéo
Getulio Vargas, one of the best
universtiesin Brazil. Theprofessors
at the school areincredible, at the
top of their fields, and | have never
felt so welcome to approach my
instructors. And my classmates (al
of whom arefellow Northwestern
students) add as much to the
classroom as the professors.
Everyone comes from adifferent
background, be it Math, Political
Science, or Biochemistry, sothere

areawaysasmany perspectiveson
theissuesdiscussed.

As American students, we
aredtill quitean anomaly here, but
our professorshave been very eager
tohepinevery way possible. Weall
took a public policy class, and our
professor volunteered to help uswith
our project about microcreditinthe
favelas. These favelas are poor
shantytownsinhabited by aracialy
heterogeneous population of the
economically disadvantaged. The
professor evengracioudy broughtin
afriend who isafilmmaker so we
could document the project.

| found that the education on
this study abroad program truly
occurred in places beyond the
classroom and well aswithinthem.
Infact, participatinginactivitiessuch
asgoingtofutebol gamesandlearning
to dance the samba, helped me
understand Brazil and its people
morethan thelessonswelearnedin
class. The university arranged
numerousviststo Braziliancompanies
like Petrobras, Vale and BNDES,
and also organized funtripsto places
like S&o Paulo. | am grateful that the
administratorsat FGV realize how
vauableitisfor usto seemany aspects

(Continued on Page 9)
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Meet a Professor: Laurel Harbridge

by Sephanie Spies, Co-Editor

Although Laurel Harbridgeisanew
addition to the Political Science
department thisfall, sheisnot new to
academiaor to domestic politics. With
abachelor’sdegreein political science
and economicsfromthe University of
ColoradoandaPhD in politica science
from Stanford University, shebringsa
refreshing new outlook on domestic
politicsto Northwestern.

Discussing her specialty, the
ramificationsof party polarizationin
Congress, Harbridge notes the
increasng relevanceof thistopicamidst
the heated healthcare debates taking
placeinthe United States. Shebelieves
that someversion of healthcarereform
legidationwill inevitably pass, but it will
be“extremely watered down” dueto
the partisanship surrounding theissue.
Sheexplainsthat thetypeof legidation,
which highlights “longstanding
differences’ inopinion between paliticd
parties, such as government versus
private owned insurance, and President
Obama spersond invesmentinthebill,
ensures polarized congressional
debates. However, Harbridgesighs, this
Stuationis* not necessarily symptometic
of adeclinein bipartisanship”, sincethe
mediahashighlighted and exacerbated
politicd infightingwhiledigtractingfrom
subgtantive agreements.

Thehedthcareexampleexemplifies
why studying Congressissointeresting,
she explains. Discussions about
domestic politics, currently driven by
emotiond atachmentsto oneparticular
party or issue, represent “futile

exercises’, making the academic
study of congressiond politicsdl the
more relevant. She argues that
quantitativeresearch, irrespectiveof
one'sopiniononanissue, isa” step
back” fromthepaliticsof asituation
that can actually account for what
happensand why it does.
Harbridgefirst becameinterested
in such studies as a research
assistant for aprofessor in college,
where she coded data on all
congressional bills passed since
1947 and discovered certain
patterns of when bipartisan
cooperation historically occurred.
Shethen evaluated theseissuesin
greater detail in graduate school,
whereshewasableto“gaintraction
inanswering questionsinAmerican
politics, Congressional elections,
andtheinterplay between electoral
incentivesand policy outcomes’.
Despite her move to the
Midwest, Harbridge hasnot left her
research behind. Sheisnow inthe
process of writing a book on
bipartisanshipin Congressand the
development of party polarization
over the past 30 years, aswell as
writing a paper on how
Congressional membersrespondto
changes in presidential approval
ratings. Theseissuesand morewill
be discussed in Harbridge's
upcoming classes, including 300-
level undergraduate coursesand a
graduateclassinthe spring.
Harbridgeisteeching herfird dass
PS325: CongressandtheLegiddtive
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Process, thiswinter, which will meet
Tuesdaysand Thursdaysfrom 9:30to
10:50AM.

Calendar

e Winter Quarter
Pre-Registration
November 9-12

e Winter Quarter Registration
November 16-20

e WCAS Reading Week
November 30 - December 4

e Fall Quarter Exam Week
December 7-11

e Winter Quarter Begins
January 4
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Model Student: Katie Grendon

by: John Lee, Co-Editor

After muchthought, we, the editors, decided
tofeaturea
“modd mgor”
withinthepolitical
science
departmentin
each edition of the
Communiqué. The
objective?By
publishingthis
series, we hopeto
inspirefuture
successstoriesand
honor academic
achievement,
competent
leadership, anda
passionfor
sarvice.

Katie Grendon, aproud member of theclass
of 2010, isanativeof Illinois—her family current
residesin Glenda e, whichisjust 25 minutesaway
fromNU. On campus, sheplaysinstrumenta rolesin
avariety of organizations. Sheistheformer Chair of
the Survivorship Committeeand the Team
Mentorship Committee (Relay for Life), the current
Vice President of Membership for the Phi Alpha
DdtalLaw Fraternity, and an active member of Delta
Gammasorority. Sheisalso arecipient of the
Undergraduate L eadership Program certificate.

But beyond all of theseactivitiesand
accomplishments, webelieve Katieisremarkable
most in her passionatethirst for knowledge and
unyielding commitment to furthering socid justice.
Last summer, in 2008, sheinterned for ajudgeinthe
probatedivisonfor disabledindividuaslivingin
Cook County. From thisexperience, Katie became
interested in disability law, and she hasbegun
conducting research over theinfluence of USveterans
ondisability rights. During her most recent summer,
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K atievolunteered at the Center on Wrongful
Convictionsat the Northwestern University School of
Law, where she developed aninterest in studying the
miscarriagesof justiceinthelega system. Sheisnow
taking alega studiescoursetitled Wrongful
Convictions, whichistaught by Rob Warden, the
director of the Center on Wrongful Convictions.

Q. What isyour greatest passion? What are
your plans after graduating from Northwestern this
spring?

A. My ambitionsarestill developing, and | hope
that thisdynamic growth never ends. What | do know,
isthat | amtruly passionate about helping others. |
know that | want to become an attorney and represent
individual swho struggleto defend themselves. My
ultimate dreamisto makealong lasting, tangible
differenceinthelivesof others, by usingthelega system
asavehicleof change and hope.

Q. What advice do you have for the current
freshman and other future political science majors?

A. My best adviceisto keep anopenmind. |
cameto Northwestern without ever considering amajor
inPolitical Scienceor the pursuit of alaw degree. It was
only after taking severd politica scienceandlegd
studiescourses, that half way through my sophomore
yedr, | redized that law wasdefinitely the path for me.
Aswithlifein genera, youwill never know how great
something or someonemay be, if you remainignorant.
Try everything.

Asfor how todowell in school, | suggest that
you listento othersand carefully consider their advice.
However, ultimately, only you can figure out what works
best for you; everyoneisalittledifferent. Some people
can succeed without stressing and othersrequirethat
extrabit of pressureto achievetheir grestest potential .
Just make surethat you keep abalanced lifestyle. Take
coursesthat interest you, study hard, treasure your
values, and never forget to prioritizeyour commitments.
Alwaysknow what matters most.
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Under graduate | nfo Session: Research Grants,
Fellowships and I nternships

by John Lee, Co-Editor

On October 20", the
Northwestern Department of
Political Sciencehosted aninfo
sessionforitsundergraduate
students. Thosein attendance
learned agreat deal about severa
key opportunities.

Firgt, arepresentativefrom
Chicago Field Studiesspoke briefly
about the advantagesinherentin
completing aninternship specificaly
through CFS. Thisprogram provides
studentswith the unique opportunity
tointern up to 36 hoursaweek,
whiletaking classes, and earning up
to 4 creditsthat quarter. Sound
intense?| thought sotoo. The
program offersalarge number of
substantiveinternshipsinadiverse
array of fields.

For thosefutureinvestment
bankersamong us—yes, eveninthis
economy—one could potentialy
scoreagigwithMerrill Lynch,
Morgan Stanley, or Smith Barney,
among other well-known brands.
For the aspiring crusader of social
justice, theAmerican Red Crossor
the Chicago Youth Center sound like
viableoptions. Personally, given my
interestinlaw and public policy, the
thought of servingasaninterntothe
[llinoisAttorney Generd, seemed
particularly appeding. But that'sjust
me

Next, Peter Civetta, of the
Provost’s Office, spoke about
Northwestern’'sUndergraduate

Research Grantsand Immersion
Language Grants. Civetta
encouraged attendeesto seriousy
congder applyingfor avariety of
grantsincluding thosethat would be
applied during theacademic year,
aswell asthosefor useduringthe
summer. After all, henoted, itisjust
“freemoney.” Studentsinterestedin
furtheringtheir skillsinaforeign
language stood to benefit from
grants, amed specificaly at
defrayingther costsof “intensive
language study” . 2009 Immersion
Language Grant winnerswon funds
to study in Egypt, China, France,
Germany, and Spain.

Findly, Brad Zakarin, of
the Officeof Fellowships, came
and presented hiscase. Whenwe
think of fellowships, weusudly
namethe Rhodes, Marshal and
Gates Cambridge, dmost without
effort. Theseareamong themore
well-known, most prestigious
fellowshipsavailabletointerested
undergraduates acrossthe country.
Yet asZakarinreminded us, we
shouldn’tlimit ourselvestoonly
theseoptions.

Heexplained that avariety
of fellowshipsexisted tointerested
sophomoresandjuniors, aswell as
seniors. Different fellowships
served different purposes, and
many provided fundsto pursue
graduate study, service projects,
and research, among other
worthwhileendeavors. And,
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because the sel ection processfor
most of theseawardsareholistic,
Zakarin urged studentsnot to
“excludeyoursdf unlessyou
absolutely, and explicitly are
indigible”

Major Requirements
15 courses total

Basic Courses
(3) of thefollowing: 201, 220, 221,
230, 240, or 250

Major Courses
* (1) methodsclass: pick from 310,
31,
or 315*
e (1) 395 research seminar
e (5) other 300-level classes

Related Courses

(5) classesin any of thefollowing de-
partments. anthropology, economics,
history, philosophy, psychology, or so-
ciology. At least 3 must be at the 300
level. No more than one can be at the
100level.

*|f student has methodstraining from
other department, they may use 312
or 316 to satisfy methods require-
ment.

For a Minor
6 courses total

e (2 of thefollowing: 201, 220, 221,
230, 240, or 250
e (4) additional political science
Courses,
at least 3 at the 300 level.
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DUG'sWorld

Professor Rogers, Director of Undergraduate Sudies

Another academic year hasbegun. | want
to welcome and wish a happy fall to our
undergraduate palitica sciencemgors. Atthispoint
in the quarter, most of you are aready deeply
immersed in course work and planning for next
quarter. | want to shareafew announcementsabout
themajor, advising, and the newsd etter that may
provehelpful asyou navigatetheyear ahead. Firdt,
| am ddighted tointroduce the new student editors
for Communique, John Lee and Stephanie Spies.
Thisisthefirstissueof the newdetter with them at
the editorial helm. Both Stephanie and John are
political sciencemgors. Johnisasophomoreand
Stephanie is ajunior. The two bring aterrific
combination of experience, enthusasm, andvision
tothenewdetter. They haveanumber of wonderful
new ideasfor revitalizing Communique, including
moreinput fromour mgors. Youwill seeedements
of their new vision reflected in this quarter’s
newdetter. The Department isexcited about the
talent and energy they are bringing to the copy and
hopethat you will enjoy their contributions.

We also have a new line-up of
undergraduate advisers. Professors Victoria
DeFrancesco Soto, Jason Seawright, Elizabeth
Shakman Hurd, who also serves as our Honors
Program Director, and me. Asusual, you should
feel free to drop-in to meet with us during our
designated officehours. Adviserscan helpyouwith
arange of issuesand questions, including major
declarations, petitionsto graduate, study abroad
plans, thehonorsprogram, undergraduateresearch
and conferencetravel funding opportunities, and
soon. Our officehoursand locationsare posted
on the Department web site. Beyond the
occas ona meeting with an undergraduate adviser,
our mgjorsasowill continueto have opportunities
to meet and discussresearch and current political
eventswith our faculty outside of the classroom

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

through  our
ongoing student-
feculty luncheons.
We plan to
schedule more of
these events for
the winter and
spring quarter.
Students should
stay tuned to the
newsletter and
| check our web
Sitefor upcoming
luncheons.
Finally, alittle
shoptak about themgjor isorder, astheacademic
year isnow infull swing. Asmany of you know,
new requirementsfor the major took effect last
year. Any students who have enrolled at the
University since then are subject to the new
requirements. If you matriculated before the
2008-09 academic year, however, you may still
follow the old requirements and usethem when
you petition to graduate. If you opt to do so,
please be suretoindicatethat you arefollowing
an older catalog with adate prior the upcoming
Thanksgiving break and have agreat academic

Professor Reuel Rogers

Source: owf.northwestern.edu
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POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Winter Quarter Courses 2010
For the most up to date listing, check the Caesar online.
100 Freshman Seminars
20 The Politics of Economic Inequality Page TTh3:30-4:50 L.IB4722
21 Why Are Some Countries Richer Than Others? Mahoney MW 2-3:20 WSC231
200 Levels
221 Urban Politics Rogers TTh 2-3:30 TCHLR2
230 Introduction to Law in the Political Arena Skogan MWE 10 TCH AUD
240 Introduction to International Relations Lottaux TTh 12:30-1:50 TCH AUD
300 Levels
302 Modern Political Thought Christov TTh 12:30-1:50 LVRAUD
312  Statistical Research Methods Seawright TTh 3:30-4:50 TCHIL361
321 Community Political Processes Skogan MW 3:30-4:50 TCHIL361
325  Congress and the Legislative Processes Harbridge TTh 9:30-10:50 ANNG21
330  The Politics of Local Justice Iris TTh11-12:20 ANNG15
344  US Foreign Policy Caverley TTh 9:30-10:50 ANNG15
354  Southeast Astan Politics Wintets TTh 2-3:20 LVAUD
355  Chinese Politics Shih MW 2-3:20 TCHIL211
370  The Fate of the State in a Globalizing World Hanson MW 2-3:20 UNV101
390 Special Topics
20 Aid, Governance and Development in Africa Joseph TTh 11-12:20 ANNG32
21 Topics in Modern Iran Kinzer F 9-11:50 PKS215
22 Middle East Politics Pearlmen MW11-12:20 ANNG21
23 American Intervention Abroad Kinzer WE 2-3:20 ANNG21
24 The Future of the University Lottaux TTh 3:30-4:50 KRG2415
25 Human Rights and US Foreign Policy Williamson M 5:30-8:20 PKS214
394  Professional Research Seminar
20 Contemporary Cuba Marx & Vaisman Th 5:30-8:20 KRG2430
395  Political Research Seminars -- Please refer to the next page for seminar descriptions
Northwestern University Department of Political Science 6
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20 Ideology in American Politics Chong W 2-4:50

Anexamination of thevauesand bdliefsunderlying palitical ideology inAmerican palitics. What arethe defining featurs
and symbolsof liberalism and conservatism?What separatesthe political center fromtheideologica extremes?This
seminar andyzespaliticians, parties, media, public opinion, and political movementsrepresenting therange of ideol ogi-
ca campsontheleft-right spectrum. Wewill identify what hasbeen congtant inliberalism and conservatism over time,
but al so how the positionsof liberal sand conservatives have evolved in responseto historical eventsand experiences.

21 Palitical Party Systems Seawright TTh 11-12:20

What are political partiesfor—why dothey play animportant rolein virtually every existing democracy? How do
parties connect with society, or do they moreoftenfail to connect? Do parties internal organizations matter for the
quality of representation, or for their survival over time? How do new partiesform, and why do some succeed
electorally whileothersfail? Wewill read and discusswork that addressthese and other rel ated questions, with the
am of helping each student formul ate and execute her own empirical research project focused on someissue con-
nected with partiesand party systems. Evaluationwill be based on participation and aresearch paper.

22 Military, Society and Use of Force Brooks T 2-4:50

Sincetheend of the Cold War, theAmerican public’ sfamiliarity with military affairshaswaned, and fewer elected officids
have served inthearmed forces. Nevertheless society at-large must play avita roleinmilitary policy discourseif sound
policiesareto be adopted. This course seeksto expose studentsto major issuesin military affairs, tointroduce relevant
theoretical research and to encourage critical thinking about issuesinworld affairs more broadly. Among the major
guestions covered are: What isamilitary organization, and what areitsroles, functionsand motivations? What isand
should bethe military’ srole and purposein conventional operations, inthe“war” onterrorism and in humanitarian
interventions? | sthereacontradiction between creating amilitary that is“ effective’ versusonethat isreflective of society
at large? Specific topicsinclude: the controversiesassociated with military intervention for humanitarian purposes; the
“proper” relationship between civilian government and themilitary; racia integration and gaysand lesbiansinthemilitary;
andthegrowing“culturegap” between civiliansand themilitary inthe United States.

23 Glaobal Pdliticsand the Middle East Hurd TTh 11-12:20

Thiscourseisabout theglobal politicsand history of theArab states, Isradl, Iran and Turkey. Asitisaclassonworld
politics, thefocusison relations between Europe, the United States, and the Middle East and North Africarather than
upon domestic or regional palitics. Topicsinclude contemporary politicsof theregion, including thewar onterror,”
thehistory, politicsand legaciesof the 1953 coupin Iran and the 1979 Iranian Revol ution, theinternational political
economy of ail, relations between Turkey and the European Union, the conflict between | sradl and Palestine, and the
politicsand history of secularism, colonialism, orientalism, and gender. Wewill also discusstheimplicationsof modern-
ization and globalization asthey impact rel ations between the Middle East and other parts of theworld. Thiscourseis
recommended for studentswith astrong interest intheinternational politicsof theMiddle East who areinterested in
doing upper-level independent research. No prerequisite, although introductory polisci courses(CP, IR, and/or PT are
strongly recommended). Eval uation method: Think piece, paper outline, final paper, class participation.

Northwestern University Department of Political Science 7
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PS 395 Research Seminars Part Il

24 Police Misconduct & Accountability Iris TTh 2-3:20

Among theranksof governmental employees, police officersareunique. They may depriveusof our liberty, and are
empowered to useforce, including deadly force, if necessary, to carry out their duties. Actua or perceived miscon-
duct by officersoften has seriousrepercussions, far beyond those attributabl e to the actions of almost any other group
of governmenta employees. Objectivesareto examine police operations and organization, and how they affect, and
are affected by, police misconduct. What means are avail able to address police misconduct? How effective arethey?
What changes have evolved in termsof both the typesand patterns of, and responsesto, misconduct?

25 I nter national Organization & National Policy Alter TTh 9:30-10:50

Policy Internationa organizationsare designed to facilitate cooperation between states, addressing problemsand
issuesthat affect al nations, theglobal commonsand humanity ingeneral. In many if not most cases, for the goalsof
international organizationsto be achieved achange of domestic policy isnecessary. Thisseminar examinesthe ques-
tionsof if, when and how international organizationsinfluencenationd policy.

26 Global Climate Change: Policy and Society Wolinsky T 2-4:50

Thegoal of thiscourseisto examineglobal climate change both asapolicy issue and asaphenomenon that has
affected society and culture. We will compare climate change policy-making at theinternational , national, state, and
local levels. Wewill examine severd dimensionsof climate change policiesincluding reaction to scientificinformation,
evaluation of costsversus benefitsunder uncertainty, |eadership, and opennessto adaptation. Wewill thenlook at
how soci ety hasreacted to policy-making on climate change. Wewill comparetrendsin public attitudes on climate
change and examinetherel ationship between public policy and civic action. Wewill finaly ook at how theissue of
climate change has spread beyond politicsand isfinding new expressionsin the arts, architecture, and other realmsof
culture,

27 Studying Public Opinion Druckman M 1-3:50

Inthiscourse, wewill explorethree aspectsof public opinion. First, wewill examine how onestudies public opinion,
focusing on survey and experimenta methodologies. Second, wewill investigate the psychologica processesunder-
lying opinion formation, paying particular attention to how masscommunications(e.g., media) affect opinions. Third,
wewill look at how politiciansrespond to and use public opinion. Studentswill beengagedin at least two activities: a
group project that invol vesthe collection of experimental and/or survey data, and anindividua paper that reviewsthe
academic literature on some aspect of public opinion and offerssuggestionsfor futurestudy. Classeswill involve
presentations by the professor and students. Some background in statistics(e.g., one course) isrecommend but not
required.

Northwestern University Department of Political Science 8
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many aspectsof Brazil, and they have done every-
thing intheir power to make surewe get the best
experiencewe canwhilehere.

Rioisuniqueinthat at any pointinthecity,
you arenever very far from afavela. Even our
apartmentsarejust ablock or sofromasmall favela
in Copacabana. Onething that isimportant to
realize, though, isthat most peoplewholivein
favel asare hard-working peoplewho havejust been
denied many of the opportunitiesthat wetakefor
granted. The painful manifestationsof abject poverty
and inequality wereeverywhere. Thereisahome-
lessmanwho livesablock away onour street, inan
acoveonthesdewak. Thereisafamily wholives
onthecorner oneblock further. Welearnedin class
that Brazil hasoneof the highest inequality scoresin
theworld, whichisbothfascinating (snceBrazil is
not apoor nation) and heartbreaking.

Thereisoneenlightening thought that has
stuck with methroughout my timein Rio, and | think
about it every timel walk down thestreet frommy
apartment to the beach. Brazil isademocracy, but
thegovernment doesnot awaysact inlinewithits
purported style of government. So, the people of
Brazil haveturned to another ingtitution to offer true
democracy: thebeach. If onewalksdown any of the
threemost popular beachesin thecity, youwill see
signsof opulence adjacent to the beach, mixed with
signsof immense poverty inthenear distance—a
true paradox.

Favelas, Rio’'s'dum’ areas, hover over the
most expensivered estateinthecity, but these
distinctionsareblurred onthesand. Itisawell-
known fact that therich and famousfrequent certain
areas of the beaches, but these areas are al so open
to the public. Everyone can go anywhereon the
beachesin Rio, and classlinesdo not dictate
position, attire, or behavior. Everyoneiswearing the
samething by choiceand everyoneistherefor the
same purpose; toforget theordealsof agrueling

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

Source: ioccg.org

week and to bask inthe sun. Thereisan acute
problem of inequality in Brazil, but on the beach,
thisproblem findsitsown temporary resolution. |
think that now if only the Brazilian government
would learn how to addressthe nation’sproblems
of inequality and responsible democracy aswell,
Brazil will bein good shapeto beaworldleader in
thefuture,

However, democracy isalearned skill, one
that no nation hasyet perfected. | hopethat asmore
Northwestern studentsembark ontheir own study
abroad journeysto Brazil, perhaps one day, they
will beabletoleave behind ameaningful impact on
domestic Brazilian policy. Who knowswhere our
microcredit project might lead inthefuture...you
might becontinuing it next year!

A photo of Rio de Janeiro:
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Health Care Reform in America: a Case Study in Policy
Formulation and Advocacy

by Jordan Fein, ‘11

Over 50 yearsago, President Harry Truman, an
advocatefor anationa hedth plan, proclamed, “Weshould
resolve now that the hedlth of thisNationisanational con-
cern; that financial barriersintheway of attaining health
shall beremoved; that the hedlth of all itscitizensdeserves
thehelp of al theNation.” Today, President Truman’swords
ring truer than ever before. We should keep his convic-
tions, and those of hislike-minded successors, carefully in
our minds, as we watch and wait for a solution to this
country’sdisgraceful health carewoes.

The United Statesis currently the only wealthy,
industrialized nation without universa hedlth care; instead,
our nation has opted for amixed health care system com-
bining governmental and private expendituresand ingtitu-
tions. In contrast to the English National Health Service
(NHS), or the Canadian publicly funded health care sys-
tem, thefirst half of the American model consistsof for-
profit hospitalsand ingtitutionsrun by private companies
and non-profit entities, which are overseen by national,
stateand local governments. Second, our hedlth caresys-
tem al so includes government-run programslike M edi-
care (for the elderly), Medicaid (for the indigent) and
SCHIP (for childrenfrom low-incomefamilies).

The statistics are startling. In 2007 alone, the
United States spent $2.26 trillion on hedlth care, or $7,439
per person. However, despite these astronomical expen-
ditures, nearly 47 million Americans, or 16% of the popu-

HEALTH INSURA"™ I

REFORM N%,

arHCARE.aAnAc,uoaAHL

Source: www.bar ackobama.convissues/healthcare/
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lation, did not have healthinsurancein 2005. This
figurehasrisen by 9 million since 2000 and 2.2 mil-
lion since 2005, indicating that the number of unin-
sured Americansiscontinuingtoincreaseat avery
highrate.

Moreover, thislack of coverageisnot concentrated
amongst thoseliving in the conditions of extreme
poverty; infact, a most 40% of theuninsuredlivein
househol dsthat earn $50,000 or more per year. That
is, thisincreasein the number of uninsured Ameri-
canshasbeen focused inworking adults, 1.3 million
of whom | ost employer-provided healthinsurancein
2006.

In addition, 29% of peoplewith healthin-
surance could be considered “underinsured” because
their coverageisnot sufficient enough to pay for dl
necessary medical costs. Intotal, almost half of the
popul ation experiences significant problemswhile
attempting to pay for adequate health care. Thefact
of thematter is, the U.S. spendsthe most on health
careof any devel oped nation but till failsto provide
basic coverageto many.

President Obamahastaken up health care
reformashismgjor firs-term domestic policy initia-
tive, and thereislittledoubt that the Democrats fate
in the 2010-midterm elections, and possibly the
President’sability to serve asecond term, hingeson
hisability to pass substantive health care reform.
Republicansunderstand that their political fateisaso
intimately intertwined with that of hedth carereform,
and arethusmobilizing to defeat thisreform. Many
legidatorshave commented upon theradica impor-
tanceof thisissue, and itslong-term repercussions.
Senator Im DeMint (R-SC) asserted, if Republicans
could*bresk” Obamaonthisissue, it “would behis
Waterloo” . Mike Enzi—oneof the Gang of Six Sena-
torson Max Baucus (D-MT)’s crucial Senate Fi-
nance Committee—said that “I1t'snot where | get
them to compromise, it'swhat | get themto leave
out”. Michelle Bachmann (R-MNG6) proposed that
Republicansdit their wristsand form ablood pact to

10
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Healthcare Reform (cont.)

opposereform and other Republicanshaveindicated a
gmilar unwillingnessto compromise,

But the chief obstacleto health carereform hasbeen
thecoalition of “Blue-Dog Democrats,” 52 conservative
Democratswho are strongly opposed to apublic option
designed to keep privateinsurershonest and lower health
carecostsfor all. Thiscaucushasopposed apublic op-
tion and other measuresthat would cover many Ameri-
cans, harkening back to the effortsof Southern conserva
tive“Dixiecrat” Democratslike Strom Thurmond, whoin
the 1960sworked to prevent the passage of civil rights
legidation.

The Congressiona Budget Office, which “scores’ ev-
ery health carereform proposal, hasfound that the bills
with the strongest public optionwill do themost to reduce
thedeficit and cover all Americans. TheCBOisanon-
partisan entity that objectively predictsthecost of legida
tion over time. It hasno hidden agenda, and instead dedi-
catesitsalf to providing thetruth to the American people
about theimpact of reform proposals.

According to the CBO, the Senate Finance Com-
mitteebill, which includes health insurance cooperatives
instead of apublic option, would cost $829 billion over
tenyearsand cover 94% of Americans. The SenateHedlth,
Education, Labor and Pensionshill, whichincludesapub-
licoption chrigtened the* Community Heglth Insurance Op-
tion,” would cost $611 billion over ten yearsand cover
97% of Americans. The House health care legidlation,
which asoincludesapublic option, would cost 894 hillion
over ten yearsbut reduce the deficit by $104 billioninthe
same period of time, and would cover 96% of Americans.
Onthe other hand, the Republican health care alternative
would extend coverage to only 83% of Americansand
reducethedeficit by only $68 billion.

|deally, health care reform should not be aparti-
sanissue. Itisnot fair tothemillionsof Americanswho
have to choose between their health and homes, or be-
tween a necessary operation and putting food on their
table. Playing politicswith peopl€ slivesmust stop.

Aspolitical sciencestudents, wemust understand
thetacticsthe Republicansare employing to halt reform.
PublicopinioninAmericaisnatorioudy malegble, andwith
allegationsthat the Democrats proposalswouldinclude

Northwestern University Department of Political Science

death panels, cripple Medicare, increasethe deficit,
cover undocumented immigrantsand more, Repub-
licansaredoingal they canto makeAmericansafraid
of reform. Higtoricaly, the most successful method
of combeating an opponent who manipul atesthefacts
and repeatsfal sehoods hasbeen agrassroots move-
ment. Without grassroots support, legaly sanctioned
civil rights, federdlly guaranteed M edicareand M ed-
icaid, and many more progressive stepsforward in
America shistory would have beenimpossible.
Andwith* Organizing for America’—agroup dedi-
cated to supporting the President’s policy propos-
as—unionsand health careadvocacy organizations,
like"Health Carefor AmericaNow” , arefocusing all
their efforts on hel ping to pass much needed reform.
Today, supportersof hedlth carereform aremobiliz-
ing in unprecedented numbers.

However, thefate of reformisstill unclear,
andfacesmany hurdles, especidly inthe Senatewhere
afilibuster could stop Democratic effortsto passre-
form. Any politica junkieshouldfollow progressof
these health carereformbillsclosdly, for it truly rep-
resentshistory inthemaking. Andif youfeel like
being part of history, joinwith Organizingfor America
or asimilar organization, and do your part to bring
thetruth to theAmerican people.
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O/11: It SeemsLikeYesterday, Or Doeslt?

by: Sourav Bhowmick, ‘12
This piecewaswritten by the author on the eight year
anniversary of 9/11.

Theworld changedforever onthisday, eight years
ago. For me, though, today’ sanniversary isdifferent,
becausefor thefirst time, 9/11 doesn’t seem likeyester-
day; It seemslikeawhile ago.

Inmany ways, it redly was. When Americacame
under attack that day, | was getting used to my first year
of middleschooal, but now, I’'minthemiddleof college.
I’ve often felt that my year of people, those born around
1990, werethelast onesto really remember 9/11 asit
happened. | think we' rethethreshold. Wewere exposed
to the events asthey unfolded while studentsjust one
year younger than usweretrapped and sheltered in el-
ementary school, deemed too young by parentsand teech-
erstowitnessthe horrorsof that day.

| remember that day perfectly. | remember get-
ting of f the school bus, surprised to see my mom aready
home because shewasl et out of work early. | remember
my sister getting achain e-mail (remember those?) ask-
ing peopletolight candlesontheir windowsilIsin honor
of that day’svictims. | remember watching membersof
Congresssing, “ God BlessAmerica,” and | evenremem-
ber laughing a theminan effort to lighten themood. But
| especially remember talking to my neighbor the next
day, an elementary school student, who said heand his
classmateshad virtualy noideawhat al the commotion
was about.

L

Source: http:// herowdr kshop fil eswordprv ess.c0M
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In asociety where everything seemsto bedif-
ferent after September 11, whereevery singlepolicy and
economic decisionisinfluenced by thethreet of terror-
ism, and whereeveryday life hasbeen changed by those
four syllables, it'sobviousthat the effectsof 9/11 con-
trol everything. Our livesaredefined by it.

But what about the lives of those studentsjust
oneyear younger than me—theonesthat don’t remem-
ber, and maybe even don’t understand 9/11 theway |
do?Asl said, | remember that day pretty well, prob-
ably not aswell asthose older than me, but surprisingly,
my memory of itisdrastically better than thosejust one
year younger than me. Aretheir livesasaffected by 9/11
astherest of us?

For those of uswho lived through 9/11, we sub-
conscioudy divideour livesinto two parts: birth to Sep-
tember 10, 2001 and “post 9/11.” For many adults, the
“post 9/113worldisonly afraction of their lives, but for
thoseyounger than me, theterm* post 9/113 meansnoth-
ing intermsof their perspective—the magjority of their
liveswill be"post 9/11,” and they won’t know any kind
of lifeother thanthat. Infact, most of what they know or
perceive about 9/11 is congtituted by what othershave
told them, not what they witnessed themselves.

Whenthat agegroupisrunning our world, when
those children ayear younger thanmearecdlingal the
shots, what will 9/11 meanto them?Isthat when “ post
9/113 doesn't mean anything?What will bethedefining
moment of that generationthat forcesthemtolive* post
(insert here)” lives?

Whileeverything wedo today isinfluenced by
thoseimages of towers collapsing, storiesof heroesdy-
ing, and memoriesof peoplesuffering, tomorrow’sworld
won't really careasmuch. And with every anniversary,
more and more peoplewon't redly careasmuch. Sure,
everything we do today is different because of Pearl
Harbor, and everything peopledo tomorrow will bedif-
ferent because of 9/11, but at the end of the day, no
one'sredly going to notice.

Becausefor thefirst time, 9/11 doesn’t seem
likeyesterday; It seemslikeawhileago.
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Likewhat you see here?
Want to be published in Communiqué?

We are looking for submissions from poli sci students -
including:
- opinions on current events
- stories about study abroad/internship experiences
- reviews of your favorite classes

- relevant artwork (i.e. political cartoons)
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SWINE FLU VACCINES
Source: http://politicalhumor.about.com

Please send any submissionsto:
John J. Lee, JLee2012@u.northwestern.edu

Stephanie Spies, Sephanie-Soies@northwestern.edu
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